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 To achieve complete coverage of European Butterfly Monitoring Schemes in all 

EU Member States, run mainly by trained volunteers as a form of citizen 

science;

 Integration between the eBMS with the EU Pollinator Monitoring Scheme; 

including expanding support from EU MSs

 Identification and training of volunteers and national coordinators

 Resources to support national schemes, such as tailored identification guides, 

including translation to native languages

 World leading tools and resources to support Butterfly Monitoring Schemes 

across the EU;

 Updates to existing EU Butterfly Indicators,

 An updated database of Butterfly Monitoring Scheme counts to support EU 

policy evaluation and research.

Task 1.1Growing eBMS capacity across EU

Aims and results

27 EU MS running BMS

Updated Grassland Butterfly Indicator

Updated v5 up to 2021

Workshops, 

trainings, 

field guides, 

App, tools…

Worked closely with MVS
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Focus countries SPRING:

1. Denmark

2. Lithuania

3. Latvia

4. Slovakia

5. Romania

6. Greece

eBMS Status 2021

Support and further 

development during the project 
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eBMS Status 2024

Stable BMS

Robust network of Butterfly Monitoring, 

27EU running BMS

Other schemes in Europe

Starting BMS

In Progress BMS
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eBMS development 2021

Lithuania: 

20 transects, Field Guide, 

regular meetings

15min 

Counts
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eBMS development

2022

Lithuania 

Latvia:

Greece

Romania

4 transects, materials: online 

videos and translated manuals 



C:\Users\irma\Downloads\BCE logo screen dump.png

eBMS development

2022

Lithuania 

Latvia

Greece

Romania: 3 transects, materials,

3 FG in progress, 

workshops and previous 

data 
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eBMS development

2022

Lithuania 

Latvia

Greece:

Romania

13 transects, translation, 

shared previous data 
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eBMS development

2023

Lithuania 

Latvia:

Greece

Romania

5 transects, translation, and workshop

Slovakia:
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eBMS Status 2024

2023

Lithuania 

Latvia:

Greece

Romania

~30 transects, 

translation, 

FG in progress 

and workshops

Slovakia

Denmark:



C:\Users\irma\Downloads\BCE logo screen dump.png

Support other 

schemes

Spain

Hungary

Cyprus

Poland

Portugal

Italy

Cyprus

Slovenia
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Support other 

schemes

30 years of Catalan BMS

40 years of Dutch BMS
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Active transects on eBMS website until January 2024

eBMS increased in transects
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eBMS central database update v5.0

Database in numbers (1990 - 2021) 

eBMS database updated 2021 

▪ ~10,000 volunteers

▪ 16 million counts (44 years)

▪ 31 BMS in 29 countries

▪ 1 million visits

▪ 13,214 transects

▪ 19,059 km of transects

▪ 329 registered butterfly species

Comparison, analysis, 

trends and indicators
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Resources & Support

 Workshops, training seminars & meetings

 Produce and provide materials

 Supporting coordinators, networks & use of 

eBMS tools

 Sharing knowledge, feedbacks, use of data 

 Dissemination of results

SPRING-eBMS Workshops in Lithuania, Italy, Spain, Austria, 

Cyprus, Slovenia, Bulgaria, Poland, Portugal

Capacity Building
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Number of 15-min count registered per month in the last years.

Improve eBMS tools

▪ Reinforce of ButterflyCount app and eBMS website

▪ Extend use of 15min counts (new method): rare species

▪ Develop moth data collection (traps)

New languages, functions, 

improvements and updates

https://butterfly-monitoring.net
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SPRING Results Task 1.1

6 Annual 

Volunteer 
meetings

+10000 
15min 
counts 
done

13 Field 
Guides 

produced

22 BMS 
training 

workshops

~ 300 
transects 
created

6 new 

coordinator
s recruited22 

languages 
app and 
website  

10 

countries 
supported 

(ABLE)

eBMS 
database 
updated 

v5

Grassland 
butterfly 
Indicator 
updated

27 MS 
with BMS

19 

national 
pages on 

eBMS 
website
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EU level coordination and BCE support from SPRING:

1. Found talented individuals willing to be coordinators and spend time 

setting up a scheme

2. Worked with these new coordinators to

▪ Train them in the eBMS protocol, register transect routes, share 

data, validate observations and do online recording

▪ Support translations of Manual, App and Website into national 

languages

▪ Find volunteers willing to learn how to identify butterflies and to 

walk transects regularly and frequently

▪ Provide resources – field guides and workshops to train these 

volunteers to identify butterflies and report regular observations 

to the European database

How we overcame challenges to build capacity to run new schemes

Conclusions
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▪ Securing MS support for stable jobs for national and 

where needed regional coordinators

▪ Retaining Volunteers to repeatedly walk the same 

transects year after year

▪ Increasing the number of transects across the whole of 

a MS

▪ Growing the use of butterfly count results by MSs and 

the EU to support recovery of wild pollinators

Remaining challenges

Conclusions



C:\Users\irma\Downloads\BCE logo screen dump.png

Looking ahead – from PPA to mainstreaming

➢ Using eBMS results and indicators to inform policy and 

implementation

➢ Providing long term, secure support for coordinators at EU 

and national levels

➢ Growing eBMS Schemes further, with more trained 

volunteers, transects and observations in the 

European database

➢ Greater awareness of the need for pollinator recovery and 

how citizens, professionals and governments are working 

together to achieve it

➢ Sharing experiences globally

EU and Member States Supporting recovery of butterflies and other wild pollinators 

and their habitats by:
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