
This guide aims to facilitate the task of field iden�fica�on of 48 bu�erfly species, 
the most common species that you can see in Cyprus. This guide also serves as a 
support tool for those involved in the Monitoring of Bu�erflies through the 
methodologies standardized by eBMS for all of Europe.

Counting butterflies will protect them!

The European Bu�erfly Monitoring Scheme (eBMS) aims to promote the 
monitoring and conserva�on of this group of insects. This scheme relies on 
thousands of volunteers who systema�cally count bu�erflies following simple 
rules of a standardised methodology. This includes transects (fixed route), or 
15-min counts where all bu�erfly species and individuals are registered. Using all 
the data collected by volunteers we can determine the status of the bu�erfly 
popula�ons and protect them effec�vely.

You can download this field guide in pdf on the eBMS website

Cyprus 

Field Guide for bu�erfly iden�fica�on



PONTIA CHLORIDICE

J F M A J J A S O N DM

J F M A J J A S O N DM

J F M A J J A S O N DM

J F M A J J A S O N DMM A J J A S O N DMJ F

M A J J A S O N DMJ F

M A J J A S O N DMFJ

M A J J A S O N DMJ F

PI
ER

ID
AE

2

PONTIA DAPLIDICE COLIAS CROCEA GONEPTERYX CLEOPATRA

PIERIS RAPAEPIERIS BRASSICAE

ANTHOCHARIS CARDAMINESEUCHLOE AUSONIA

J F M A J J A S O N DM

APORIA CRATAEGI

J F M A J J A S O N DM J F M A J J A S O N DM

CERISY CYPRIA PAPILIO MACHAON

PA
PI

LI
O

N
ID

AE

ZERYNTHIA (ALLANCASTRIA) 



J F M A J J A S O N DM

J F M A J J A S O N DM

J F M A J J A S O N DM J F M A J J A S O N DM

J F M A J J A S O N DM

J F M A J J A S O N DM

LYCAENA PHLAEAS

POLYOMMATUS ICARUS

CELASTRINA ARGIOLUS GLAUCOPSYCHE PAPHOS

PSEUDOPHILOTES VICRAMA CIGARITIS ACAMAS

LAMPIDES BOETICUS LEPTOTES PIRITHOUSFAVONIUS QUERCUS

J F M A J J A S O N DM

ARICIA AGESTIS

important 
dot

J F M A J J A S O N DM

J F M A J J A S O N DM J F M A J J A S O N DM

LYCAENA THERSAMON

J F M A J J A S O N DM

TARUCUS BALKANICUS

J F M A J J A S O N DM

3

LYCAEN
IDAE



J F M A J J A S O N DM J F M A J J A S O N DM

N
YM

PH
AL

ID
AE

4

CHARAXES JASIUS LIMENITIS REDUCTA

J F M A J J A S O N DM

LIBYTHEA CELTIS
J F M A J J A S O N DM

VANESSA ATALANTA

J F M A J J A S O N DM

VANESSA CARDUI

J F M A J J A S O N DM

DANAUS CHRYSIPPUS

J F M A J J A S O N DM

ZIZEERIA KARSANDRA FREYERIA TROCHYLUS

J F M A J J A S O N DM

LUTHRODES GALBA

J F M A J J A S O N DM

LY
CA

EN
ID

AE



N
YM

PHALIDAE

5

PARARGE AEGERIA LASIOMMATA MAERA LASIOMMATA MEGERA

J F M A J J A S O N DM

MANIOLA CYPRICOLA
J F M A J J A S O N DM

KIRINIA ROXELANA
J F M A J J A S O N DM

YPTHIMA ASTEROPE

J F M A J J A S O N DM

HYPONEPHELE LUPINA
J F M A J J A S O N DM

HIPPARCHIA CYPRIENSIS
J F M A J J A S O N DM

SYRIACA CYPRIACA

J F M A J J A S O N DM

PSEUDOCHAZARA ANTHELEA

J F M A J J A S O N DM

BRISEIS LARNACANA

J F M A J J A S O N DM

ARGYNNIS PANDORA

J F M A J J A S O N DMJ F M A J J A S O N DM J F M A J J A S O N DMJ F M A J J A S O N DMJ F M A J J A S O N DM

CHAZARA

HIPPARCHIA



6

J F M A J J A S O N DM

J F M A J J A S O N DM

CARCHARODUS ALCEAE

GEGENES PUMILIO
J F M A J J A S O N DM

PELOPIDAS THRAX

HE
SP

ER
IID

AE

J F M A J J A S O N DM

THYMELICUS ACTEON

Cyprus has 53 species of bu�erfly. Among these are three endemic species 
Glaucopsyche paphos, Hipparchia cypriensis, Maniola cypricola and three 
endemic subspecies Zerynthia cerisy cypria, Hipparchia syriaca cypriaca and 
Chazara briseis larnacana. Species such as Nymphalis polychloros, which is 
considered almost ex�nct, Catopsilia florella, Deudorix livia and Azanus 
jesous are not included in this guide due to very infrequent sigh�ngs. 
Chazara persephone is also omi�ed as the most recent sigh�ng of the 
species was a decade ago.

This guide presents 48 of the most common bu�erfly species in Cyprus. 
They can be found in all kinds of habitats such as scrublands, forests, rivers, 
grasslands and agricultural areas. The greatest number of species may be 
seen during May and June, ranging from sea level to the peaks of the 
Troodos Mountains.

Cyprus
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Methodologies 

For more information visit the eBMS website: www.butterfly-monitoring.net 

The transect is the most widely used method in the European BMS (eBMS) for 
monitoring bu�erflies. It consists of a fixed route that is visited with a certain 
frequency to record the different bu�erfly species and their respec�ve 
abundance. Basic rules to follow: 

• Walk your transect at a slow, 
constant pace
• The visits should be done with 
good weather: sunny and warm, 
with no rain and not too windy
• Report your records to the 
na�onal coordinators or to eBMS 
website or app.

Another methodology used in eBMS is based on coun�ng bu�erflies for 15 
minutes in a given area. This can be a path, a delimited area (such as a garden) or 
simply a fixed point. Follow the same rules specified for the transect.

15-min Count: 

You can use the eBMS mobile applica�on, 
Bu�erflyCount, to record 15-min Counts or transects 
registered in eBMS. It can be installed on Android or 
Apple devices and allows the collec�on of bu�erfly 
counts from anywhere in Europe. Enable your GPS and 
the app will draw your route while coun�ng bu�erflies.

• Count all bu�erflies by individual species in an imaginary box, 2.5m to
each side and 5m in front and 
above you (like in the image)

Butterfly
Count

Transect: 

Monitoring bu�erfly popula�ons is an important method for measuring changes 
in the environment. It provides regular, standardised data to assess the 
conserva�on status of bu�erflies and produce bu�erfly indicators that can inform  
environmental and agricultural European policies. Collec�ng data for the Bu�erfly 
Monitoring Scheme is an interes�ng and relaxing way to spend some of your  
�me while helping to understand the conserva�on status of the bu�erflies of 
Cyprus. 

Why butterfly monitoring?



Bu�erfly Conserva�on Europe and the UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (UKCEH) formed the European 

Bu�erfly Monitoring Scheme (eBMS) to bring together data from different Bu�erfly Monitoring Schemes of 

Europe. All member countries share their data annually to the eBMS database, to analyse and produce the 

popula�on trends of the European bu�erfly species and European Bu�erfly Indicators. Join the eBMS community 

and help us to preserve bu�erflies coun�ng them anywhere!  
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ABLE - Assessing Bu�erfLies in Europe
eBMS - European Bu�erfly Monitoring Scheme

Flight period: months when 
bu�erflies are seen
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Sex:
Female Male

This guide was funded by the ABLE project, a European 
pilot project.

Other symbols:
Specific features 
to iden�fy species

Large

Bu�erfly size:

MediumSmall

Visit the eBMS website, www.bu�erfly-monitoring.net to find out more informa�on about bu�erfly monitoring 

and how to submit your bu�erfly data. If you would like to par�cipate in monitoring bu�erflies in Cyprus, contact 

the coordinators: Elli Tzirkalli - ellitzirkalli@gmail.com & Özge Özden - ozgefuller@gmail.com

Cyprus Bu�erfly Study Group (CBSG) works towards the conserva�on of Cyprus bu�erflies. Join our group by 

sending an email to cbsg2012@gmail.com or follow the Facebook Page "Cyprus Bu�erfly Study Group". Visit 

h�p://www.cyprusbu�erflies.co.uk/index.html for further informa�on

Easy Medium Difficult

Ease of finding: 


