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The region of Castilla-La Mancha occupies the centre-south of the peninsula with an area of 79,463 km?2. The
climate is continental Mediterranean inland with cold temperatures in winter and warm in summer. It is a region
with geomorphological contrasts, including important mountain ranges such as the Sistema Central (highest point,
Pico del Lobo, 2,274 m), Sistema Ibérico, Cordillera Subbética, Sierra Morena and Montes de Toledo. It also has
river valleys such as the Tajo and lake basins and wetlands in La Mancha such as the Lagunas de Ruidera or Tablas
de Daimiel. All this gives this community a variety of unique environments and ecosystems which are reflected in
the plant and animal communities. The most representative vegetation is the oak groves in lower areas, the
melojo and quejigo oaks in mid-mountain areas and in mountain areas we can find extensive pine forests of
Salgarefio and wild pine, as well as extensive parameras of Sabina albar.

Castilla-La Mancha has important biodiversity hotspots, such as the Alto Tajo and the Serrania de Cuenca (Prime
Butterfly Area) with 143 and 150 species of butterflies listed respectively. Likewise, the province of Guadalajara
with 155 species and Cuenca with 151 are the richest in the region. The total number of species registered in
Castilla-La Mancha is 157, which is 67.4% of the total for the whole of the Iberian Peninsula.

Visit the eBMS website www.butterfly-monitoring.net to find out more about butterfly monitoring and how to
participate in collecting butterfly data. You can also find the complete list of butterfly species of Castilla-La
Mancha (157) on the eBMS website and download the Field Guide pdf.

To participate in the BMS in Spain contact the national coordinator, Miguel L. Munguira: munguira@uam.es
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