Counting butterflies will help to protect them!



Lithuania

Lithuania is a land of 4 years (four different Lithuanians) and forests, lakes and plains. For-
ests cover as much as a third of Lithuania’s territory. The country is still rich in natural, un-
touched nature, which is concentrated in more than 17.5 % protected areas occupying the
national territory. The richest diversity of species is concentrated in state reserves, which
are the largest wetlands in the country, as well as in protected forests and meadows.

The most suitable observation period for diurnal butterflies in Lithuania is the second half of
May and June, but some species can be observed in July, August or even September. Almost
2,500 butterfly and moths species live in Lithuania, 45 of which are listed in the Lithuanian
Red List Book. Entomological reserves have been established to protect butterflies.

Why monitor butterflies?

Monitoring the abundance of butterfly populations is an
important method for measuring changes in the environment. L&
It provides regular, standardised data to assess the conserva-
tion status of butterflies and produces Butterfly Indicators that TWTT &
can inform European environmental and agricultural policies. %‘ ”\‘};\ &
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understand the conservation status of Lithuanian’s butterflies. X3z 82220
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How to count butterflies?

Butterflies can be counted everywhere: in the meadow, in the forest, park, garden, along
communication routes or on the so-called wastelands, both in the countryside and in the
city. Wherever it is, every count is important. As part of the European Butterfly Monitoring
Program (eBMS), data is most often collected during the “Butterfly Walk”, called transect.
This is a fixed route where butterflies are counted regularly, preferably once a week or two.
It will be most convenient to mark your transect near your home or work so that you can
visit it often.

Another option is to register the butterflies during the “15-min Count”. It consists in
counting butterflies for 15 minutes in a given area. It can be a path, a restricted area (e.g. a
garden) or just a specific point.

Basic rules when counting butterflies:
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e Count all the butterflies of each species
you encounter in an imaginary cube: 2.5m
to the left and right, and 5m in front of and
above you

e Walk through the transect/area at a slow,
steady pace

e Make observations with good weather
(sunny and warm, no rain and strong wind)
e Submit your data to the eBMS database or

to the BMS coordinator
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Where to send data?

You can use the eBMS mobile app, ButterflyCount, to record the “15-min Count” or “eBMS
Transect”. The application can be installed on Android or iOS devices and allows you to
count butterflies from anywhere in Europe. Turn on GPS and the app will draw your route
while counting butterflies. You will need to create an account on the eBMS website and
sign-in on the app to record butterflies with the app.
Butterfly

Count
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You can register a transect with the help of the coordinator. More
information on the eBMS website:www.butterfly-monitoring.net

How to use this field guide

In this field guide you can find images of the 101 most common butterfly species currently
found in Lithuania. These butterflies belong to 5 different families, they are divided into
groups according to this (you will find them in the margins of the page). Every butterfly
species has both a common English name and a scientific name (written in italics). Informa-
tion is included for each species’ flight period, size category and conservation status (see the
legend on the back cover of the Field Guide). Butterfly identification is often best done using
photographs. Check the diagnostic characteristics highlighted in this guide with the arrows
or circles and the remarks to help you with the identification. Note the size indicator next to
the species, as the size of the photo does not match the size of the butterfly in reality.
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