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Field GuidegfSributterfly identification

Counting butterflies will help to protect them!




French Butterflies

The aim of this field guide is to present the 98 butterfly species most commonly seen in the
mediterranean area and Corsica of France, and to make it easier to identify them. Beware,
that in some cases, the species may require capture or even examination of the genitalia to
confirm identification. This mini-guide is designed to help you, but does not cover all the spe-
cies in the given area. It also describes the Sterf-eBMS protocol for setting up and monitoring
transects and counting butterflies.

Butterfly Monitoring

Butterflies can be counted everywhere: in a meadow, in a forest, park, garden, along road
verge, in the countryside and in the city. Wherever it is, every count is important. As part of
the European Butterfly Monitoring Scheme (eBMS), data is most often collected during the
“Butterflyt Walk”, called a transect. This is a fixed route where butterflies are counted regur-
larly (species and abundances), preferably once a week or two. It will be most convenient to
set up your transect near your home or work so that you can visit it often. Another option is
to record butterflies during “15-min Count”. It consists in counting butterflies for 15 minutes
in a given area. It can be a path, a restricted area (e.g. a garden) or just a specific point.

You can use the eBMS mobile application, ButterflyCount, to record “eBMS Transects” or
“15-minute counts”. For the latter methodology, turn on the GPS and the application will
draw your route while counting butterflies. You will need to create an account on the eBMS
website and log into the application to record butterflies with the application. More
information is available on the eBMS website www.butterfly-monitoring.net/ebms-app.

———————————————————

Basic rules when counting butterflies: g
e Count all butterfly species and all individ- ’ i

uals your encounter in an imaginary cube: s i

2.5m to the left and right, and 5m in front of . L /
and above you i

e Walk through the transect/area at a slow, :
steady pace

¢ Make observations with good weather =
(sunny and warm, no rain and strong wind)

e Submit your data to the eBMS database or

to the BMS coordinator

How to use this Field Guide

This field guide shows images of the 98 most common butterfly species currently found in
the Mediterranean and Corsica area of France. The butterflies are organised by family and
relationship to similar species. Every butterfly species has both a common English name and a
scientific name (written in jtalics). For better identification look at the flight periods bar below
each species shows the months they fly in brown, and the butterfly symbol on the right which
shows the approximate size (small, or large). Please note that butterfly sizes are not
to scale for better observation of details. The eye symbol indicates whether identification is
easy, requires capture or even examination of the genitalia. Check the diagnostic character-
istics highlighted in this guide with the arrows or circles and the remarks to help you with
the identification. Butterfly identification is often best done using photographs. See also the
legend on the back cover of the Field Guide.
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PIERIDAE - WHITES
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LYCAENIDAE - BLUES & HAIRSTREAKS
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PAPILIONIDAE - SWALLOWTAILS
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NYMPHALIDAE

‘Swallowtail Corsican Swallowtail .
Papilio machaon <& * Papilio hospiton <@
[1]F[m[a]m[sJs]A]s]o]N F[m[AIm[3T3]A]s[o[nN]D

seccececesesesescssscesesesescsse o seccecscecesesescssscesesesescsse o

*replaced by |.
feisthamelii in the
Pyrénées-Orientales

D

J

red dots on
the anterior

oval black  SSBFEHN, | non-streaked
spot with = X black spot
yellow

stripes

. 2
Southern Festoon Spanish\ estoon
* Zerynthia polyxena <& Zerynthia rumina <&

Scarce Swallowtai
Iphiclides podalirius <@

1 [m[AIM[T3TA] s[o][n]D [y Tr|nalAT™] s [sTATs[o[N]D J[r[M[ATmM[I] s JaTs[o[n]D
R R N \
. e
eye-spot I e7d’5h 2 ; : !Q.
without pupil colour curved :

front wing &

2

one row
black dots elongated

palpi

Nhite Admiral Nettle Tree Butterfly

Lesser Purple Emperor Southern
Apatura ilia © Limenitis reducta <& Libythea celtis (<)
J[F[m[AIM[IT3TATs]o[N]D i FIm[AIm[3TsTATsTo[n]D [JJF[m[AIM]sTaATs]o[N]D]
/
few black
dots

dark stripes , } 5/;1%’:;2:1
white c white Y or L \
Comma . Peacock / > Large Tortoiseshell >
Polygonia c-album <@ Polygonia egea <& * Nymphalis polychloros *
[ [F[m[A[m[sTsTATs]o[N]D ) [ F[m[ATm]3aTATs]o[n|D J[F[m[a[m[ss]A]s[o][n]D

I seccececesesescscssscesesssescsse o seccecececesesescssscesestsesssse o



green
with green
silver flush
stripes J -
Silver-washed Fritillar Cardinal *
Argynnis paphia <& Argynnis pandora <& Fabriciana elisa <@
s F[m[ama T TATsTo]n]D 1 [Fm[am[aTaTAaTsTo[n]D J[F[m[a]m]s [aTA]s]o]n]D
_“g black markings entirely or partly | - g

separated from the orange

genitalia examination
recommended for

NAERY these 2 species :
Provencal Fritillary Southern Heath Fritillary
Melitaea didyma <@ Melitaea deione <& Melitaea celadussa <&
J[F[m[ATM[IT3TATsTo[n]D J[F[m[AIm][3TsTATsTo[n]D J[FIm[a[m[a]a AT s]o]n]D
secescsccsccscsscsscsscsscscsscne s ..................\:.............. seccececesesesessssscescsesescsse o
"‘\\ . elongated N

black dots
in orange

Glanville Fritillary
Melitaea cinxia [<>) Melitaea phoebe <&

yellow cell

continuous
/ line of sub-
Gy marginal
marks

A
(/ N o0

Knapweed Fritillar

7

Marsh Fritillary
Euphydryas aurinia <&

J

F[m[A[m[s]i]A]s]o[n]D

J

FIm[Aa[m[s]i]A]s]0O

N

D

J[FImM[AImM[3 oAl s]o

N[D

sescececesesescscssdeccccescsccse o sesesecesesescssssesescsscsssssses o seccecececesescssssscescsescscsse o

shaded

P
48

Small Tortoiseshell Red Admiral Painted Lady
Aglais urticae D> Vanessa atalanta <& Vanessa cardui @*
J[F[m[A]m[s]s]A]s]o[n]D] [ JF[m[a[m[s]s]A]s]o[n]D J[F[m[Aa[m[sa]A]s[o][nN]D

sesecececcscscssesesesescscsseses o secsececesesescssssscesesesescsse o sesesececescscsssseseccscscsseses s

S31744311N9 A31004-4N0O4 - IVAITVHdINAN



NYMPHALIDAE - FOUR-FOOTED BUTTERFLIES
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Identification difficulty:
capture genitalia
© easy (> needed <@ examination
Flight period: months when butterflies are seen flying.

Butterfly size:

& Small “ Median *Large

Sex: Species only
present

Q Female & Male in Corsica:

Symbols:
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