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Counting butterflies will help to protect them!



Spanish Butterflies

Spain is home to 258 species of butterflies belonging to six families. Our region forms part of
two hotspots of diversity, the Iberian Peninsula in the Mediterranean Basin, and the Canary
Islands in the Macaronesian zone. Spain therefore has a varied butterfly fauna, which also
contains a high number of endemic species (species that occur only in Spain). Our butterfly
fauna is especially rich in the mountains.

Butterfly Monitoring

Butterflies can be counted everywhere: in a meadow, in a forest, park, garden, along road
verges, in the countryside and in the city. Wherever it is, every count is important. As part

of the European Butterfly Monitoring Scheme (eBMS), data is most often collected during
the “Butterfly Walk”, called a transect. This is a fixed route where butterflies are counted
regularly, preferably once a week or two. It will be most convenient to set up your transect
near your home or work so that you can visit it often.

Another option is to record butterflies during a “15-min Count”. It consists in counting
butterflies for 15 minutes in a given area. It can be a path, a restricted area (e.g. a garden) or
just a specific point.

You can use the eBMS mobile application, ButterflyCount, to record “eBMS Transects” or
“15-minute counts”. For the latter methodology, turn on the GPS and the application will
draw your route while counting butterflies. You will need to create an account on the eBMS
website and log into the application to record butterflies with the application. More
information is available on the eBMS website www.butterfly-monitoring.net/ebms-app.

Basic rules when counting butterflies:

e Count all the butterflies of each species
you encounter in an imaginary cube: 2.5m
to the left and right, and 5m in front of and
above you

e Walk through the transect/area at a slow,
steady pace

* Make observations with good weather
(sunny and warm, no rain and strong wind)
¢ Submit your data to the eBMS database or

to the BMS coordinator

How to use this Field Guide

This field guide shows images of the 105 most common butterfly species currently found

in Spain, including the Canary endemic species. The butterflies are organised by family and
relationship to similar species. Every butterfly species has both a common English name and a
scientific name (written in italics). For better identification look at the flight periods bar below
each species shows the months they fly in brown, and the butterfly symbol on the right which
shows the approximate size (small, or large). Please note that butterfly sizes are not
to scale for better observation of details. Endangered and vulnerable species are marked with
letters (® and (). Check the diagnostic characteristics highlighted in this guide with the
arrows or circles and the remarks to help you with the identification. Butterfly identification is
often best done using photographs. See also the legend on the back cover of the Field Guide.



browner
pattern than
P. aegeria

white band

Canary Speckled Wood
Pararge xiphioides w

Small Copperi

Lycaena phlaeas

cream and
orange @

colour angled

Iberian Sooty Copper €99¢
Lycaena bleusei w
[4]F] mﬂ

Purple Hairstreak
Favonius quercus

..................................

large, irregular
\ y reddish band

Canary Blue
Leptotes webbianus

Canary Red Admiral | |

Vanessa vulcania

Callophrys avis reddish eye band

white
band
around
the eye

Green Hairstreak
Callophrys rubi

)
Scarce Copper
Lycaena virgaureae

Sooty Coer Purple-shdt Copper

Lycaena tityrus w Lycaena alciphron w
L1 [Fm] D] [1[F[m[A] [s[o][n]D]
short tail

short tail and

well-defined

large blue
spot

and orange
spots

False Ilex Hairstreak
Satyrium esculi

Blue-spot Hairstreak
Satyrium spini

[]F]m

..................................

..................................

S$3123dS AYVNVYD

SAVIULSHIVH - IVAINIVIAT



LYCAENIDAE - BLUES
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PAPILIONIDAE - SWALLOWTAILS

NYMPHALIDAE

Swallowtail
Papilio machaon

w

[V JF[m[AIM]sTaTATs o0

Parnassius apollo

N[D

J

Southern Scarce Swallﬁowtai'li

Iphiclides feisthamelii

F [m[a[M[I 3 TATs o

N[D

J[F[m[AIm[s]a]A]s]o]N

seccecscesesescssssscesesesescsse o

Spanish Festoon
Zerynthia rumina

D

seccecececesescscssscesesesescsse o

*Erebias:look at orange bands and eyespots ,

Chapman’s Ringlet
Erebia palarica

[ [FTm[ATw[3] s [A[STO[n[o]

not so
heavily
marked

Piedmondt Ringlet
Erebia meolans

sesesececescscssesescscscsssses

3 eyespots
together

de Prunner’s Ringlet
Erebia triaria

J[F[m[a[m[3T3TATs[o[n]D

J[F[m[Aa]m[ITITATs]o][N]D

J[F[m[ATM[ITI]A]s[o]N]D

sesesecescscschossescscscscscsses o

sesecececescscssesesesiescscsseses s

sesesecesescsessssssescscsescsses o

lightly
shaded

white ¢ £
7
Comma Peacock Large Tortoiseshell _.
Polygonia c-album Aglais io * Nymphalis polychloros *
) | F[m[Am[3aTATs]o[n|D [V [F[m[A[m]sTsTATsJo[N]D J[F[m[a[m[ss]A]s[o][nN]D

sesecececescscssssesescscscsseses s

seccececesesescssssscesesssescsse o

seccecececesesescssscesestsesssse o



green
with
silver

stripes v silvery :
g /- spots -~ R
Silver-washed Fritillar Dark Green FritiIIary*
Argynnis paphia % Speyeria aglaja

brown spots {1/

\

High Brown Fritillary,
Fabriciana adippe *

[+ [ FIm[ATm[S S TATsTo | o ]|

N[D

J[F[m[A

.....................f............

Cardinal

Argynnis pandora * Issoria lathonia

L1 [ ¢ [m[aTm[v]] [N]D] na ]

seccecscesesesesNesceccscscsccse o sesesececescscssesNecccscns
elongated AN

AN thenoides and
R M. celadussa

Provencal Fritillary
Melitaea deione

Knapweed Fritillary
Melitaea phoebe

(1T w[~ IRIATSTo

sesesesesescsgesesescscscns

Queen of Spéin Frﬁllary

-1

sesses o sesesecescscscssesene sesesece s

large
silver
spots

—

eyespots
Niobe Fritillary
Fabriciana niobe

seccececesesesescssscescsesescsse o

| \b/ack

cecsceccscscsceccscdescescscscece s

sesesecesescscssesesescscns

LY

Small Tortoiseshell

Aglais urticae *
L [F[m[a[m[s]s]A[s]o[n][D]

sesecececcscscssesesesescscsseses o

Red Admiral
Vanessa atalanta

seccesscesesescsssssccccses

[ [FIm[AIM[SISTATSTo[n]o]  [1

spots
Marsh Fritillary ©
Euphydryas aurinia
Flm Als]o[n]D

sesses e seccecececesescssssscescsescscsse o

Painted Lady
Vanessa cardui

sesesececescscsssseseccscscsseses s

w

sesses s

S31744¥311N49 d31004-4N04 - IVAITVHdINAN



NYMPHALIDAE - FOUR-FOOTED BUTTERFLIES
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PIERIDAE - WHITES
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