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Field Guide for butterfly identification

Counting butterflies will help to protect them!



Why survey Corfu butterflies?

Little is known about the Corfiot butterflies. However,
a group of interested enthusiasts set up Corfu
Butterfly Conservation (CBC) to support the growing
interest in these insects.
CBC's five core aims are to:

® survey the butterflies of
Corfu to determine the
number of species present
on the island, their distribution
and flight periods.

® publish the butterfly survey results in a
comprehensive Corfu Butterfly Atlas.

* identify potential losses of species and
habitats, and inform Greek authorities about
which need protecting.

® find out if the butterfly communities of Corfu
could be used as indicators of good habitat quality
and so help with the conservation of other Corfiot wildlife.

® encourage eco-tourism outside the main tourist season
bringing extra revenue to Corfu.

Why monitor Corfu butterflies?
Monitoring the abundance of butterfly populations is an important method for measuring
changes in the environment. It provides regular, standardised data to assess the conser-
vation status of butterflies and produces Butterfly Indicators that can inform European
environmental and agricultural policies. Collecting data for butterfly monitoring is an inter-
esting and relaxing way to spend some of your spare time while helping to understand the
conservation status of Corfu’s butterflies.

There are different ways to survey and monitor butterflies and Corfu Butterfly Conservation
encourages you to use one of the two different methods described below: CBS and eBMS.
Whichever method you use your data will be shared between both organisations.

How to record butterflies for the Corfu Butterfly Survey

One simple approach is to record sightings of individual butterflies wherever and whenever
you see a butterfly in Corfu. All sightings are useful and important to help us in the creation
of the first truly comprehensive atlas of all the butterflies found in Corfu.

To participate in the CBS you simply have to create an account on the Corfu Butterfly
Conservation website, CorfuButterflyConservation.org, and record your individual butterfly
sightings there. This can be done at home on a desktop computer or in the field on a smart
phone. All the instructions required to undertake this process can be found on the website,
along with a lot of other information about our most up-to-date understanding of the cur-
rent status of all Corfiot butterfly species.




How to do eBMS 15-min count butterfly monitoring

Alternatively, another methodology is to monitor butterflies with 15-min counts which con-
sists of counting butterflies for 15 minutes in a given area. This can be a path, a delimited
area (such as a garden), or simply a fixed point. Corfu has a range of diverse habitats where
butterflies can be counted at any point in the day, with one or several 15-min counts, while
it is preferably warm and sunny. Counting butterfly abundances will help us better under-
stand changes in butterfly populations and their conservation status.

You can use the eBMS mobile application, ButterflyCount,
to record 15-min counts. It can be installed on Android or
i0S devices and allows the collection of butterfly counts
from anywhere in Europe. You will need to create an ac-
count on the eBMS website and sign in on the app to record
your 15-min butterfly counts. Enable your GPS and the app
will draw your route while counting butterflies!
More information on the Butterfly %7
4

Butterfly
Count app in the eBMS website:

https://butterfly-monitoring.net/ e
ebms-app App

How to use this Field Guide

In this field guide, you can find the images of the 75 known butterfly species currently
found on Corfu. Since these butterflies belong to five different families, they have been
organized by these groups (see them on the page margins). Every butterfly species has both
a common English name and a scientific name (written in italics). Information is included
for each species’ flight period, size category and conservation status (see the legend on the
back cover of the Field Guide). Butterfly identification is often best done using photographs.
Check the diagnostic characteristics highlighted in this guide with the arrows or circles and
the remarks to help you with the identification.

The flight period of these butterflies has been established based on
records collected by CBC members and literature from the Med-
iterranean regions. For some species, their flight period in Corfu Please send
is not fully understood. Months where the species are likely to be photos with
encountered are shaded dark green and months where they might your records!
be encountered are shaded pale green. Your sightings can help CBC
define the flight periods of Corfiot butterflies.

More species to find?

Since 2014, members of CBC have verified the presence of 75 species of butterflies from
Corfu, all of which are shown in this guide. We fully expect to discover new species on the
island over the course of the Corfu Butterfly Survey. Perhaps you will be the next person to
discover a new species on Corfu?
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