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Butterfly Count 
App updates and tips

Cristina Sevilleja
Dutch Butterfly Conservation,

eBMS Team, BCE

European Butterfly Monitoring Scheme
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1. Download the app (free)

2. Need an account on the eBMS platform: 

www.butterfly-monitoring.net

More info: www.butterfly-monitoring.net/ebms-app

ButterflyCount app: basics

https://butterfly-monitoring.net/ebms-app
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 A mobile application to collect butterfly counts 
across Europe and other parts of the world

 The whole list of Lepidoptera species for Europe

 + 25 languages (updates on Transifex)

 Other countries (sp lists): Japan, New Zealand, 
South Africa, Morocco, Nigeria, Kenya, Aruba, 
Curaçao, Bonaire, Sint Eustatius, Saba…

ButterflyCount app: basics

More info: www.butterfly-monitoring.net/ebms-app

Important to select: 
• Country
• Language (it will affect sp list, 

latin or/and common names)

https://butterfly-monitoring.net/ebms-app
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 The whole list of Lepidoptera species for Europe 
(butterflies and moths) + some countries

 Species group: moths, dragonflies, bumblebees for 
15min counts + transects

ButterflyCount app: basics
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ButterflyCount app: settings

What to select on the app settings:

 eBMS account: Log in/out

 Primary survey (press + button)

 Moth Survey: Automatic identification

 Language + country (sp list)

 Common names 

 Training mode

 App version at the bottom

• Issues with the app: log out/in
• Uninstall the app, it will preserve own data 

(except data no submitted)
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ButterflyCount app: info

What to select on the app info:

 Instructions: basic knowledge on the app use

 Help: main doubts

 Credits
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Surveys
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Transects vs 15-min Counts

Transects

 They are the core of a BMS

 Standardized method 

 More robust data

 Trends

15-min Counts

 More flexible, support for a BMS

 Standardized method by sampling effort

 Less precise data

 Rare species and remote areas
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Press + 
button

press + button

15-min starts, check 
GPS and time

How to make a 15-min count?

15min counts only on
the app, not able to

add it on the website!!
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Time’s up: 
review sp 
and route

Press finish and 
upload

How to make a 15-min count?

Surveys no uploaded only 
saved on the phone!!
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More info: www.butterfly-monitoring.net/ebms-app

The app counts down 15 minutes and register the route

 GPS on: app records your route

 GPS off: draw the route or area

How to make a 15-min count?

Issue with the GPS

https://butterfly-monitoring.net/ebms-app
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How to make a 15-min count?
Additional details

 Sensitive

 Comments

 Recorders
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How to make a 15-min count?
Additional details

Projects for 15min counts:

 Assign projects to 
surveys

 Create your own projects 

 Users can join/ adm 
select
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Why to use 15-min counts?

 Funny!

 Flexible 

 Perfect for holidays

 Filling gaps:

-interesting areas 
(mountains, isolated 
areas, rare species)

-low monitored areas 
(agricultural, urban 
landscapes)

2018-2024
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Press + 
button

Other 
surveys

Type of surveys

Fast Press 
+ button

Long Press 
+ button
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Long Press 
+ button

eBMS Transects 
(registered on the website)

Other surveys: transects
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Long Press 
+ button

Vanessa cardui – Painted Lady Migration

15min count single species
(protected/rare species): 
e.g. used by rangers

Other surveys: 15min count single sp

www.butterfly-monitoring.net/painted-lady-migration-app
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Long Press 
+ button

Moth traps

Other surveys: moth traps
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 ButterflyCount app connected to the eBMS website

 My data -> My samples

www.butterfly-monitoring.net/mydata/samples

eBMS website: edition

View and edit 
your surveys
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 ButterflyCount app connected to the eBMS website

 My data -> My samples

www.butterfly-monitoring.net/mydata/samples

eBMS website: edition

View and edit
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 ButterflyCount app connected to the eBMS website

 My data -> My samples

www.butterfly-monitoring.net/mydata/downloads

eBMS website: download

Download your 
data and routes

https://butterfly-monitoring.net/mydata/downloads
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Explanatory videos 

Butterfly Conservation 
Europe YouTube channel

ButterflyCount app

More info: www.butterfly-monitoring.net/ebms-app

https://butterfly-monitoring.net/ebms-app
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Cristina G. Sevilleja
eBMS Coordinator

cristina.sevilleja@bc-Europe.eu
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