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Analysing the host plant quality of the 
Common stinging nettle
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Map butterfly, Araschnia levanaPeacock, Aglais io

Red Admiral, Vanessa atalanta Small tortoiseshell, Aglais urticae

The synergistic effects of N deposition 
and heat stress on herbivorous insects.



WP1: linking temporal trends in abundance and 
environmental variables

eBMS monitoring data of target 
species.

Link to climatic changes, N-
deposition and land-use change.

Map of Europe with coördinates



WP2: Quantifying nutritional content of hostplant leaves

Quantifying regional differences in nutritional
quality of U. dioica. 

Sample U. dioica along monitoring transects and 
link to climatic changes, N-deposition and land-
use change.
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WP2: Quantifying nutritional content of hostplant leaves

Request: Help set up the sampling by forwarding my message 
to the volunteers. 

What’s in it for you?

• Citizen science
• Co-authoship

• Helping to understand butterfly change
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Protocol + materials



Request for cooperation
• Coordinators of 14 countries have already 

signed-up (shown in green).

Sending materials:

Option (1): Handing over the total # of sampling kits to the 
coördinator. Distribute the samples across the volunteers.

• Bring back samples today, or provide a shipping adress.

Option (2): Send around a google-form sign-up link, in a 
message directed to the volunteers. 

Thank you!
Contact: berber.meulepas@ru.nl


	Stinging nettle sampling 2025
	Slide Number 2
	WP1: linking temporal trends in abundance and environmental variables
	WP2: Quantifying nutritional content of hostplant leaves
	WP2: Quantifying nutritional content of hostplant leaves
	Protocol + materials
	Request for cooperation

