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CONSERVATION EUROPE
Who?

Volunteers and EBMS Coordinators and potential R E—
Coordinators

EU level — DG Environment, DG Agriculture, EEA, JRC,
Eurostat, EU Parliament, EU Committee of the Regions
Member States’ Authorities — EU Nature Directors, N Parks
Experts and academics interested in Pollinators

NGOs and some landowners

Civil Society

How?

Meetings, Conference Presentations, Workshops
Field Guides, Articles, Posters, Newsletters, emails
Social Media — Twitter and Facebook

Why?

To increase participation and support and ensure use of
y %7 butterfly abundance data in policy evaluation and design
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The eBMS in Numbers (1990 — 2018) suttefiy

CONSERVATION EUROPE

» 5,086,884 counts » 17,333 km of transect

» 913,821 visits
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half to the moon!

» 10,816 transects
n » 312 species monitored
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Butterfly data input Butt::m

CONSERVATION EUROPE

- Sustainable development Goals in the EU: Monitoring report on

progress towards the SDGs in an EU context 2020 15 LIFE
ON LAND

Goal 15: ...conservation and sustainable use of terrestrial, inland-water and
mountain ecosystems (...)

- Indicator set, Biodiversity: Bird index and
Grassland Butterfly index

. . Figure 9: The Living Planet
 Living Planet Index 2020 : Index for European grassland
butterflies: 1990 to 2017
The abundance of 17 grassland butterfly
species declined by 49% on average.
The white line shows the index values

2
Chapter 1: an SOS for nature . and the shaded areas represent the
. ] statistical cer:tamty surrounding the
European grassland butterflies - e e conme o i

1)

Europe, European Butterfly Monitoring
Scheme, Assessing Butterflies in Europe
Consortium?. The LPI method differs
slightly to other analyses of the data®s
but the ranges overlap, meaning that
the results are statistically similar.
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Dissemination: ABLE Butterfly

CONSERVATION EUROPE

ABLE Newsletter 2019 & 2020 ABLE Poster

+ 150 recipients Conference Halting the loss of
pollinators — Brussels 2020
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Produce policy-relevant butterfly indicators
Assessing ButterfLies in Europe ABLE Newsletter 2020
ABLE Newsletter 2019 Welcome to the second of the ABLE project (Assessing Butterflies in Europe).
This newsletter aims to give updates on the project to ABLE partners and to anyone interested
Welcome to the first newsletter of the ABLE project. There has been a great deal of in butterfly monitoring.
activity since the project started in December 2018 and thanks to the enthusiasm of our year
partners we have made good progress against the project objectives. This newsletter

Despite the Covid19 crisis, the project team is still continuing to liaise with Butterfly Monitoring
aims to give updates on the project to ABLE partners and to anyone interested in Schemes across Europe and make progress against all the targets. We describe some of the
butterfly monitoring. most recent below. Restrictions on ing monitoring vary from country to
country but we urge all schemes to start monitoring as soon as it is permitted. Data for even part
of a year will stil be useful. Please follow your country guidelines and pick up the work when it is

Transect Methodology
- Count butterfies in 3 constant pace

163 imaginary box: 2.5 sides and
Please forward the newsletter tc

fri
monitoring. You

S in front and above

B - Wieh good weather (sunny and warm,
safe and permitted to do so e ram and ~ot 100 windy)
« Frequent visits: t leas 10 tirmes per
Please forward the newsletter to friends and colleagues interested in butterfly

year

monitoring

————3 Butterflies are in decline and monitoring data are needed to start
’ ring dot

conservation

] ?

e busterfiy monvorieg ret/stie.
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Dissemination: Social Media

Butterfly Conservation Europe

Twitter campaigns:
#FebruaryButterflyMonth
#AprilButterflyMonth

Top Tweet eamed 6580 impressions Top mention eamed 1,623 engagements

Day 6 #Anthocariseuphenoides

The butterfly of today in
#AprilButterflyMonth. The delicate
Provence Orange-tip is found only in south-
west Europe. It lays its eggs singly on the
flower-heads of crucifers. 8¢ 8@

Did you see it? Others Orange-tips
welcome! pic.twitter.com/fMhMyj2MX3

I made a butterfly bar at my parents yard
last year and among the 'Flybars regulars
(Comma gang) two Peacock came about to
have drink! 29.08.2019 Sotkamo, Finland
@europebutterfly #AprilButterflyMonth
pic.twitter.com/5ev3y9sWDu
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@europebutterfly

Portugal

’ TAGIS - Centro de Conservagao das Borboletas de Portugal ***
(&)

& entusiasmado(a)

19 de septiembre - §
Mais um curso de formac&o no ambito do projeto ABLE e dos Censos de
Borboletas de Portugal. Desta vez o anfitrido foi 0 Parque Natural do Alvéo,
mas também contamos com a participacdo de técnicos e vigilantes da
natureza do PN Douro Internacional, PN Litoral Norte, PN Montesinho e do
Parque Nacional Peneda-Gerés. Um verdadeiro éxito: com pelo menos seis
novos transetos a comecar em 2020 nestas areas protegidas!
16 e 17 de setembro de 2019
#ABLE Butterfly Conservation Europe

Ver traduccion

Slovenia

w Slovenije

24 June - Q
Beautiful world of butterflies

If you are interested in butterflies or would like to know more

about them, you are kindly invited to see the exhibition in the city

house in the center of Ljubljana. ¥

Free entrance.

4 - See original - Rate this translation

WED, 5 AUG

Cudoviti svet metuljev
Ljubljana, Slovenia

87 people interested

Italy

ALl ALl - Associazione Lepidotterologica Italiana
> 26 August - @
ALl supporta il Butterfly Monitoring Scheme
Unisciti anche tu alla rete di monitoraggio europea delle farfalle del
Butterfly Monitoring Scheme. Contribuisci alla #conservazione di
questi meravigliosi insetti attraverso il loro monitoraggio. Puoi contare
le #farfalle lungo un percorso fisso (transetto) oppure puoi percorrere
piccole aree e campionare con il conteggio a tempo (conteggio di 15
minuti).
Partecipare & semplice...... See more

See translation

ALI - Associazione Lepidotterologica
Italiana @ Send Message
Non-profit organisation

DPOMS - Drustvo za proucevanje in ohranjanje metuljev

¢ Interested

¢
Butterﬁh

CONSERVATION EUROPE

Poland

taskotani motyla skrzydtami
10 May - @

WANTS TO SEE YOUR LEGS!

Unfortunately, for obvious reasons <> monitoring meetings
planned by us and by Butterfly Conservation Europe cannot take
place s . Among them were also supposed to be joint BUTTERYLE
walks, during which you could m. in with your own eyes, see how to
count and RECOGNIZE Butterflies. We can't meet, but nothing
stands in the way of dating butterflies §¢ and learning to identify
them. In order to facilitate and encourage it every once in a while |
will try to... See more

%8 - See original - Rate this translation
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Nature Today magazine 2020

Dissemination: Magazines

Artropos article, 2020

NATURE

HOME NATURE REPORTS OBSERVATIONS ~ ABOUTUS ~ NATURE TODAY GO EVENTS
TU.DRAY

Q @ &

Pd CONTRIBUTING TO THE LONG-TERM
MONITORING OF INSECTS: THE ASSESSING
BL I mul IES IN [ L ROPE HBLD PrOJECT

INTRODUCTION
‘There are an increasing number of articles reporting major declines in insect numbers. Most
notably has been the UN Environment Foresight report that highlights that we are losing
the “Little things that run the world” (Gordon et al, 2019). The global media have greatly
added to the raised awareness of the current plight of insects, referring to an insect
“apocalypse’ or ‘Armageddon’. Such alarming headlines have resulted from several
scientific papers, including in the journal Biological Conservation (Sinchez-Bayo &
uys, 2019) which warns about 41% of insect species in decline in the last decade,
the rate of loss among vertebrates.

The review undertaken by Sénchez-Bayo & W vckhuys included 73 reports of declining
entomofauna mainly in Europe and North Am
Pl Sayiti. The seview Gud Bar wnleatial taxa—Lepidoptera,
Hymenoptera and dung beetles—had declined most markedly. Declines were atributed

data across terrestrial and

Scarce Large Blue P relatively Eur
Netheriands, schemes in Poland and
Europe (Photo: M. Warren).

10 help monitor this species in

to three main causes: the increase of intensive agriculture, land use change and

of the habitat, and . This review has received much criticism
(e.8. Thomas et al,, 2019; Simmons ¢f al,, 2019) for its extrapolations of rates of insect
extinction and only considering studies reporting decline; its strength is in bringing
together a range of individual studies reporting insect declines.

The Sinchez-Bayo & Wyckhuys review followed an earlier report that also generated
considerable media attention. This study, reported by Hallman et al. (2017) was notable in .
two res stly, the scale of the 76% decline in biomass of flying insects over a 27-year
period (a metric rarely reported), and secondly, the sites sampled for the analysis were
protected areas. But again this study has been heavily criticised, biomass and abundance

17-FEB-2020 -

conservation.

Everyone can b
N biodiversity.

EBCC Newsletter 2020

EuropeanBird EBCC § D
Census Council "=

Contacts

& Garcia, 2018) founy e | moTomnG m EvRoee | FeATIRE

oss of ground-dwell
synchronous declin
these losses to a 2%
cycles, although thi
area experiences fred
The media atten|
recognition of the in
populations remain
there is a lack of n

Wall Lasiommata megera. Declining not justin the UK bu across Europe, of the 17 species that make up the EU
Grassland indicator it i the most rapidy decining (Photo: . Wartn).

30 <& Atropos 65 www.atropos.info

—

www.atropos.info

Butterfly Conservation Newsletter,
Autumn 2020
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Spreading
wings

Butterfly Conservation Europe’s
continent wide monitoring network
rom strength to strength. Cri
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Aboutus Whatwedo Monitoring and atlas work Useful reading Joinus  Sponsorship

Butterfly Monitoring in Europe — how you can
help

28.10.2020 | alena kivanova




Key Messages from ABLE

Citizen Science works! Its fun and builds skills.

Systematic frequent monitoring
standardized methodology, with
coordination and
feedback to volunteers

Highly effective and delivers excellent value for money

The ABLE project was needed to:
share enormous experience generated over decades
stimulate the setting up of new schemes to
collect and deliver good quality abundance data
creation of a first class, structured database with
capacity for calculating trends and indicators

The App is brilliant too!
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Key Messages from ABLE suttertly)

Capacity building and financial support to coordination vital for
sustainability and growth of eBMS schemes

- we need ABLE I

Placing national data in EU context and learning from each
other is inspiring

eBMS database is a first class research resource

Imperative to keep using evidence and indicators from field
monitoring to underpin and reform policies and
Implementation at EU level, nationally and regionally

Quality, credibility and usefulness of Indicators enhanced by:
more Schemes,
more transects and

y Q? more awareness
“:BMS “ABLE



" !
Opportunities Butterfly\
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Possible Funding Opportunities

Parliamentary Preparatory Action (PPA) for Pollinator monitoring
building on ABLE and also covering Bumble bees, solitary bees,
hoverflies, moths and rare pollinator species

EU Horizon 2020 Green Deal Call for Citizen Science Projects

EEA Grants for Citizen Science and Young people in MSs

EU Strategies and Legislation
EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030
Farm2Fork Strategy
CAP Reform

Exploring Conservation Effectiveness linking habitat data, land use,
land management data and satellite earth observations

Adding Protected Areas eg for Red Listed Species and
97 Influencing Restoration investments
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Coordinators

Sh efharlst .
Volunteers SU X(X p lGT (D gﬁ\r/ifvz?]ySwaay

Institutions . gracias k _t Emily Dennis
E C :
MuErgzean ommission m e rCl l l O S Reto Schmucki

Experts Dukujl gl’a CldS Martin Warren

ABLE Project Team ngeelc:?)(l)liur:g
DG Environment

Irma Wynhoff
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