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Session 5. Dissemination

Meetings, messages & opportunities

Sue Collins, Martin Warren and Cristina Sevilleja
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ABLE Dissemination and Awareness Raising
Who?

Volunteers and EBMS Coordinators and potential 

Coordinators

EU level – DG Environment, DG Agriculture, EEA, JRC, 

Eurostat, EU Parliament, EU Committee of the Regions  

Member States’ Authorities – EU Nature Directors, N Parks

Experts and academics interested in Pollinators

NGOs and some landowners

Civil Society

How?

Meetings, Conference Presentations, Workshops

Field Guides, Articles, Posters, Newsletters, emails 

Social Media – Twitter and Facebook

Why?

To increase participation and support and ensure use of 

butterfly abundance data in policy evaluation and design
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 17,333 km of transect 

 312 species monitored

 25 schemes across 

22 Countries

The eBMS in Numbers (1990 – 2018)

 5,086,884 counts

 913,821 visits

 10,816 transects

2019
IT, PT, 

SL, HU, 

CY 

2020
CZ, NO, 

SW, LV

a round and a 

half to the moon!
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Butterfly data input

Goal 15: …conservation and sustainable use of terrestrial, inland-water and 

mountain ecosystems (…) 

• Sustainable development Goals in the EU: Monitoring report on 

progress towards the SDGs in an EU context 2020

• Indicator set, Biodiversity: Bird index and 

Grassland Butterfly index

• Living Planet Index 2020 

Chapter 1: an SOS for nature

European grassland butterflies 
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Dissemination: ABLE

ABLE Newsletter 2019 & 2020 ABLE Poster

Conference Halting the loss of 

pollinators – Brussels 2020
+ 150 recipients
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Dissemination: Social Media

Twitter campaigns:

#FebruaryButterflyMonth

#AprilButterflyMonth

Butterfly Conservation Europe

@europebutterfly

Portugal

Italy
Poland

Slovenia
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Dissemination: Magazines
Artropos article, 2020

EBCC Newsletter 2020

Nature Today magazine 2020

Butterfly Conservation Newsletter, 

Autumn 2020
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Key Messages from ABLE

Citizen Science works! Its fun and builds skills. 

Systematic frequent monitoring  

standardized methodology, with 

coordination and 

feedback to volunteers 

Highly effective and delivers excellent value for money

The ABLE project was needed to:

share enormous experience generated over decades  

stimulate the setting up of new schemes to 

collect and deliver good quality abundance data 

creation of a first class, structured database with 

capacity for calculating trends and indicators

The App is brilliant too!
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Capacity building and financial support to coordination vital for 
sustainability and growth of eBMS schemes 

- we need ABLE II

Placing national data in EU context and learning from each 
other is inspiring

eBMS database is a first class research resource

Imperative to keep using evidence and indicators from  field 
monitoring to underpin and reform policies and 
implementation at EU level, nationally and regionally

Quality, credibility and usefulness of Indicators enhanced by: 

more Schemes, 

more transects and

more awareness

Key Messages from ABLE
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Opportunities
Possible Funding  Opportunities

• Parliamentary Preparatory Action (PPA) for Pollinator monitoring 

building on ABLE and also covering Bumble bees, solitary bees,  

hoverflies, moths and rare pollinator species  

• EU Horizon 2020 Green Deal Call for Citizen Science Projects

• EEA Grants for Citizen Science and Young people in MSs

EU Strategies and Legislation 

• EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030

• Farm2Fork Strategy 

• CAP Reform

Exploring Conservation Effectiveness linking habitat data, land use,

land management data and satellite earth observations 

Adding Protected Areas eg for Red Listed Species and 

Influencing Restoration investments
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